Annotating Temporal Relations to Determine the Onset of Psychosis Symptoms.
For patients with a diagnosis of schizophrenia, determining symptom onset is crucial for timely and successful intervention. In mental health records, information about early symptoms is often documented only in free text, and thus needs to be extracted to support clinical research. To achieve this, natural language processing (NLP) methods can be used. Development and evaluation of NLP systems requires manually annotated corpora. We present a corpus of mental health records annotated with temporal relations for psychosis symptoms. We propose a methodology for document selection and manual annotation to detect symptom onset information, and develop an annotated corpus. To assess the utility of the created corpus, we propose a pilot NLP system. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first temporally-annotated corpus tailored to a specific clinical use-case.